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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Oil, Gas & Mining

MICHAELR. STYLER JOHNR, BAZA
Executive Director Division Director

hrly 25,2007

Western Utah Copper Company
1208 S 200 W
P.O. Box 492
Milford, Utah 84751

Subject: Approval of Noticesrf lntention to Commence Large Mining Operations and
' Reclamation Suretlr. Western Utah Copper Company. WUCC Copper Mine.

M0010067. Beaver County. Utah

I)ear Mr. Dotson:

The Division has received the reclamation surety for the Western Utah Copper
Company Mine and two copies of the Notice to Conduct Large Mining Operations. The Division
now permits you to begin mining operations as outlined in your large mining notice. We will
forward a copy of the executed documents to the BLM for their records. The surety will be

reviewed periodically to assure that the bond remains adequate.

The required surety amount for the approved operations is $i,408,000, escalated to
year 2012. A reclamation surety in the amount of $1,500,000 was submitted and approved.
Surety retained from the former small mine permit, S0010067, is $100,000. Reclamation surety
retained by the Division for the WUCC Copper Mine totals $1,600,000.

Four variances have been approved. They are as foilows:

1.) Highwall Variance . R647 -4-I11.7 The highwalls variance will leave the pit highwails at

50 to 55 degree angle. Highwalls in the Hidden Treasure pit have remained stable for -30
years. Rock, which forms the presently stable highwalls in this area, will also form the

highwalls in the expanded pit. The variance was granted based on these findings.

2.) Impoundment Variance. Ft647-4-111.9 The impoundment variance was requested

because the pits will be impounding when mining is finished, but there will be little or no
surface water impoundment. The pits are not considered designed hydrologic structures

and any water they may impound will infiltrate into the surrounding fractured country
rock. This is an extremely arid environment and as such will encounter little if any runoff.
The pit will be 300 feet deep and is an incised structure. There is no concem for surface
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water to leave the pit area and any small amount of water impounded will evaporate or

infiltrate. A variance from a designed structure is granted based on this information.

3.) Topsoil Replacement Variance. R647-4-II2.12. The existing waste dump and the mine

pit and immediately adjacent areas were disturbed many years ago, and there is no soil

available for salvage or replacement in these areas.

4.) Revegetation Standard Variance. R647-4-II2.13. Revegetation success standards will
not be applied to the pit floor or safety berm because of the lack of soil and because much

of the final surface willbe rock outcrop, but, as an alternate method, the berm will be

seeded.

Please be advised that you must also acquire formal approval from the Bureau of Land

Management, or the School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration, before beginning
rnining operations on federally managed land and/or minerals, or state managed leases.

Enclosed are copies of the signed and executed Reclamation Contract and surety bond

forms for your files. Also enclosed is a copy of the "approved" Notice of Intention to Commence

Large Mining Operations for your files. Please keep your plan current by submitting changes

using Form MR-REV-att, which is located on the web at wvw.dogrn.utah.gov.

Thank you for your help and patienc e in ftnahzing this permitting action. A11 future

correspondence should reference M0010067. Best wishes in your mining endeavors.

Sincerely,

t*'L<razt7l l {7/u /a
Srrr* M. White
Mining Program Coordinator
Minerals Regulatory Program
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